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Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce is an Illinois 501(c)6 not-for-profit corporation and is the 2021 Sole Service Provider for Special Service Area #17.


Meeting Minutes
Special Service Area #17
July 9, 2025
Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce
SPECIAL MEETING 

ATTENDANCE: Eric Kirsammer, Jeanne Saliture, Todd Hyatt, David Gassman and John Bucksbaum
ZOOM: David Blitz and Andrew Rizzo
STAFF: Maureen Martino, Nata Wier
Excused: Juliana Montebello-Roman

CALL TO ORDER:   Jeanne Saliture called the meeting to order at 10:04 AM. 
  
AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion to approve July 9, 2025, meeting agenda by David Gassman and seconded by Eric Kirsammer and was unanimously approved.
Meeting Minutes: Meeting minute approval for April 16, 2025, meeting by David Gassman and seconded by Erik Kirsammer and was unanimously approved.  
FINANCIAL REPORT: Maureen Martino presented the financial reports for 2025 and a motion to approve by Eric Kirsammer and seconded by David Gassman and was unanimously approved.  
Maureen Martino presented the 2025 Q2 Report and a motion to approve by Eric Kirsammer and seconded by David Gassman and was unanimously approved. 
APPROVAL of the 2026 Budget: Maureen Martino presented the 2026 budget and noted that there were not any changes to the prior approval and a motion to approve by David Gassman and seconded by Erik Kirsammer was unanimously approved. 
FACADE REBATES: A discussion regarding Bar 19 facade rebate ensued noting that we still have not received the application nor the proposals from them. 
The facade rebate for Lucky Cat facade was presented and a motion to approve $3,000 by John Bucksbaum and seconded by David Gassman was unanimously approved.   
SOLE SERVICE PROVIDER UPDATES:
MAINTENANCE PROGRAM: Maureen Martino reviewed the maintenance report noting that James McCormick the maintenance manager has left his position for personal reasons, prompting Laurant and Edmont to step up in his absence.  We are looking at a new plan to divide the current staff between the two SSA’s for better efficiency.  It was also noted that there has been graffiti on murals, specifically the one located at the Sheridan Station, and we are working on cleaning that up and restoring it.  
COMMISSIONER APPLICATIONS: We are still waiting for Ivy Speck and Jennifer Dedes-Nowak, Assistant Director of Cubs Charities, commissioner applications to be completed and approved.
MARKETING and PROMOTIONS:   Maureen Martino discussed the community guide completion and upcoming superclubs that are in the works.  
BEAUTIFICATION and BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Maureen Martino discussed the vacancy listing and noted the openings of several new businesses. The Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce provided updates on nearly 18 new business openings in the area.
A discussion on Clark Street Development and the need for an urban planning strategy for Clark Street was discussed and the need to involve Alderman Bennet Lawson’s office for future discussions about the CTA project.  There are concerns about limited public input in the development process and the potential for new commercial spaces versus affordable housing.    

The Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce highlighted new business initiatives, particularly Chris Johnson's acquisition of the Sandlot and Lucky's, which will host themed pop-up events for sports fans. 

The chamber is also organizing a progressive crawl to showcase new establishments in the RPM and Clark Street area. 

CRIME AND SAFETY: Maureen Martino discussed the frustration over the impact of bike lanes and traffic flow particularly at Belmont and Clark.  The aftermath of the Pride Festival raised significant safety concerns with reports about violence and numerous arrests.  The commission discussed the need for improved logistical planning for large events to prevent overcrowding and ensure public safety. 
RECONSTITUTION: Maureen Martino discussed the reconstitution, noting that we will need approximately 100 more signatures and also the absence of operating funds until August of the following year. The need for a line of credit was discussed until funds are received
ADJOURNMENT: A Motion to adjourn the meeting by David Gassman and seconded by Erik Kirsammer and was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 11:05 am. 
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