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2025 COMMISSIONERS
Jeanne Saliture, Chair
Resident
David Blitz
BlitzLake Partners
John Bucksbaum
Bucksbaum Retail Properties
David Gassman
DLG Development
Todd Hyatt
Trader Todd’s
Eric Kirsammer
Chicago Comics
Juliana Montebello-Roman
PR Italian Bistro

Jennifer Dedes- Nowak
Chicago Cubs

Ivy Speck
Ivy’s Trees

Andrew Rizzo
Rizzo’s Bar and Inn



Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce is an Illinois 501(c)6 not-for-profit corporation and is the 2021 Sole Service Provider for Special Service Area #17.


Special Service Area #17
October 15, 2025
Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce

ATTENDANCE: Eric Kirsammer, Jeanne Saliture, Todd Hyatt, David Gassman, Jennifer Dedes – Nowak and Andrew Rizzo
ZOOM: David Blitz, John Bucksbaum and Todd Hyatt
STAFF: Maureen Martino, Nata Wier, Mary Nedbalski
Excused: Juliana Montebello-Roman and Ivy Speck

CALL TO ORDER:   Jeanne Saliture called the meeting to order at 10:04 AM. 

Introduction of new commissioner Jennifer Dedes-Nowak, from the Chicago Cubs.  Attendance rules were discussed noting the commissioners are required to attend meeting in person.  
  
AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion to approve October 15, 2025, meeting agenda by Andrew Rizzo and seconded by Eric Kirsammer and was unanimously approved.
Meeting Minutes: Meeting minute approval for July 9, 2025, meeting by Andrew Rizzo and seconded by Erik Kirsammer and was unanimously approved.   
FINANCIAL REPORT: Maureen Martino presented the financial report and provided updates noting the financial difficulties due to delayed tax bills, necessitating a potential of borrowing funds to sustain operations until tax revenues are received.  A motion to approve by Eric Kirsammer and seconded by David Gassman and was unanimously approved.  
Maureen Martino presented the 2025 Q3 Report and a motion to approve by Eric Kirsammer and seconded by David Gassman and was unanimously approved. 
FACADE REBATES: A facade rebate in the amount of $1,390.00 for Lakelaw and a façade rebate for Chicago Comics previously approved in the amount of $1,978.90 were discussed and presented and a motion to approve by John Bucksbaum and seconded by David Gassman was unanimously approved.   
SOLE SERVICE PROVIDER UPDATES:
MAINTENANCE PROGRAM: Maureen Martino reviewed the maintenance report and noted that we have had a lot of repairs on some of the equipment noting that the mad vacuum from Canada is currently being repaired and we may look at purchasing a John Deere in the future.  
COMMISSIONER APPLICATIONS: We are now considered a ‘New SSA” with the reconstitution so all commissioners will need to send it original applications.  
CRIME AND SAFETY: Maureen Martino discussed various safety issues, including an assault on a maintenance worker / community service participant. The police response was criticized for being inadequate, as they were reluctant to take action despite the victim's insistence in filing a report. Additionally, there have been reports of loitering, home burglaries, and other crimes in the area.
MARKETING and PROMOTIONS:   Maureen Martino discussed plans for Halloween events with our upcoming Little Monster’s Crawl on Saturday, October 25th.  The upcoming holiday season will bring updates to the Chamber gift card to include a digital gift card program. The team is working on a holiday gift guide and a private events space guide, which will be distributed to concierges and potential renters. 

On Saturday, December 6th, we will be having our annual shopping extravaganza, where we typically sell a over 100K in gift cards.  Maureen Martino highlighted the importance of collaboration with other SSAs, although previous attempts to partner have been met with resistance. 

The marketing team is focusing on promoting Wrigleyville as an entertainment district through various marketing strategies, including updating their entertainment guide and utilizing advertising channels like television and billboards. 

BEAUTIFICATION and BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Maureen Martino discussed the vacancy listing and noted the openings of several new businesses. Updates were provided on local businesses, including the RPM project and the status of establishments like Houndstooth (Dad’s Place) and Blind Wolf. Updates on local businesses included the closure of Cheesy's and the anticipated opening of a hot chicken restaurant in the former Dunkin Donuts location. 

ADJOURNMENT: A Motion to adjourn the meeting by David Gassman and seconded by Andrew Rizzo and was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 11:05 am. 
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