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The Reality for Small

Businesses Right Now

o Customer spending is down
o Cost of doing business is increasing
o Ongoing labor shortages and rising wages

°© Immigration

o Taritts and supply chain pressures

o Rising utilities, insurance, property taxes, licenses, permits —




o Cutting back hours to manage demanao
o Leaner teams and more efticient stafting
o Renegotiating vendor and supplier costs

o Taking a more cautious approach to spending
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Chicago Smadll

Business Bill of Rights

o Reduce barriers to doing business

o Promote efficiency and transparency
o No excessive fines or penalties
o No increased fees

o Timely inspections and permitting

o Transparent budgeting

"CUT THE

RED TAPE!
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o© No New Mandates on Small
Businesses without adequate time

and resources for compliance
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Reforming
the City’s
Debt Check

v

Applicant-Focused
Checks: Limiting
debt checks to the
applicant so it
ensures no one is
forced to pay
someone else’s debt

Reasonable Look-
Back Timeframe:
Limit to 5 years

Transparent Dispute
Process: Establish a
transparent and
expedited appeal
process

Reforming the City’s Debt Check

Annual Debt
Checks: Extend debt
check clearance to one
year

Minimum Debt
Threshold: Set a $5K
minimum debt threshold
before any delays and
ensure method to
collect debt below this
threshold doesn’t hold
up the new project or
business opening



/v\oyor Ve’roed City Council Vote

IRA seeklng state- Ieve\ solution

Ongoing uncertainty for businesses
o
Freeze‘ Rising labor costs

Status Uncertainty in planning
Need tor statewide consistency




44th a nd e Zoning - Live/Work
e RPM Timeline for Redevelopment
46th W d e Long term vacancies/Landlord issues
ar e Streetscape for Clark Street
. e Regulations tor placemakin
Collaborati v poemetne

Packaged goods/smoke shops
ons

moratorium
e Video Gaming roll out
e New CTA station south entrance at
Addison
e Pedestrian zones and accessibility
e Electricity in poles/outlets
e Sheridan El station




MOVi ng Fo rwa rd Treno/s for 2026

Margins are tight - run leaner

Experience drives foot traffic

Digital + physical experiences are fully
connected

Ownership turnover = opportunity
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Local + authentic wins

Integration of Al
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749 W Briar 3233 N. Sheffield 3440 N. Broadway - Rebel Ho... 3160 N. Broadway
Status Status status Status
A d Approved Approved Under Construction
pprove

New Development

1138 W. Belmont

Status
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3627-3633 N. Sheffield

Status

925 W. Belmont 1040 W. Belmont Under Construction




Legacy Businesses

Ann Sather | Best Western | Bittersweet | Byron's Hot Dogs | Cesars

> >
Killer Margaritas | Chicago Comics | Cottee and Tea Exchange | La keVI ew Is

Cubby Bear | El Jardin | El Mariachi | El Nuevo Mexicano | Friar Tuck
ySear | Eerdn ' 1 home to 135+

GMAN | Gold Crown Liquors | Half Shell | Intelligentsia | Jake's Pub |

>
JC Licht Company | L&L | Merkles | Metro | Milios Hair Studio | bUSI nesses

Modern Grill | Monsignor Murphy's | Murphy's Bleachers | Nisei

ith 30
Lounge | Nuts on Clark | Paramont/Crest | Reckless Records | Robert WIt +

Jettrey Salon | Rocks | Royal Home Entertainment | Shettield's |

Sluggers
| The Vic

Lounge | Vaughan's | Wilde Restaurant | Windy City Sweets

Stellas | The Bagel | Clark Street Dog
Trader Todds | Unabridged Bookstore

years in the
community!

The Sports Corner
Underground
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LEGACY FAMILY Loukas Family

BUSINESS

s qat

i

i

Cubby Bear | Vines on Clark | Sports Corner
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Il SPECIAL
RECOGNITION
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CHICAGO EVENT GRAPHICS
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A Neighborhood on

the Move

o 57 New Businesses
= Majority of new openings
are independently ownead
> 14 business closures
© 52% Decrease in Vacancies
from 2023 to 2026
> 7% Vacancy Rate District Wide




The first year of the Lakeview Belmont Sheffield Music The Lakeview East Festival
East Dive Bar Classic brought Fest celebrated 40 years of the Arts celebrated 20

in over $100,000 into our with 21.7K Attendees Years with 18.9K attendees
local bars in 2 weeks.

Wrigleille Wonderland
brought in 1.5M Visits

between Nov 15 - Jan 1

returned for an estimated
1.3 M in Economic Impact




BIG NEWS

THE LAKEVIEW EAST
GIFT CARD IS NOW
DIGITAL

More access. More convenience.

More dollars staying local.




Upcoming Events

NEW FESTIVAL 2027
MLB Ali

Star Game
Begins July 13, 2027
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PreidantD. SPS oIl Esther Griego | Rocky Albazi
CRAM Fashion R =, TSI Secratary Treasu
n o of Bittersweet Pastry Shop Sheffield's -ﬁl‘rﬁW'ne Garden

. - " 1 AT T T Jerry LoProto Stacey Loukas 7 -,
Connie Becker Alex Cemestean Philip Graubart William Gold vl |- el . Paul Rhubright
Addison & Clark Matisse Tavern and Grill Angelina Ristorante Trader Todd's Walgreens
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Maria _Rodriguez Lauren Rubbelke Curtis Shaw Flagg Melissa Zeman Sunny Lin Russ Bishop

El Nuevo Mexicano The Colette Collection The Laugh Factory Bottles Up! NOLA Bar and Grill Merkle's

THANK YOU!



2026 BOARD

MEMBERS

-

Esther Griego Rocky Albazi
Secratary Treasurer
Bittersweet Pastry Shop Sheffield's Beer and Wine Garden

President.
CRAM Fashion

Philip Grauba William G

Angelina Ristorante Trader Todd’s
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old Jerry LoProto Stacey Loukas Paul Rhubright

Best Western Hawthorne Terrace Cubby Bear

Connie Becker Alex Cernestean

Addison & Clark Matisse Tavern and Grill Walgreens
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Lauren Rubbelke Curtis Shaw Flagg Melissa Zeman

The Colette Collection The Laugh Factory Bottles Up!

Maria »Rodriguez

El Nuevo Mexicano

BE SURE TO TURN IN YOUR BALLOTS!




SSA #17 Commissioners SSA #8 Commissioners

o P~ Rrobert Smith ﬂ'\(ﬁﬂj:,rv Paul Loaiza ‘Ej.')—@imf JaKe ELKINS "Eﬂ'ﬁli\
Y alarrate - CO hair e ol 5 - L ‘<"
m Glarratano “\,_i') @Jﬂ]} ’"iu‘é“\\t%{‘?"‘@l(l;ﬂ" \ ] Signor “\““\U"’V‘Ejnk‘f}% =) 7\1}2%’

Flub a Dub Chub

ric | Todd Hyatt ONY oK
Chicago Comics Trader Todd’s LG De el

SSA #17

0 Pappas
0 Apartments
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SSA #8




eet the LVECC Team

small but mighty
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Joseph Patterson Isabelle Jimenez Maureen Martino  Nata Wier Mary Nedbalski Sanja Kesic

(Seasonal Marketing (Marketing (Executive (Associate (Marketing and (Accountant)
Assistant) Manager) Director) Director) Membership Director)



Meet the LVECC Maintenance
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drick Roberts Reggie Stiff Danny Walters Lorenzo Brown
Edmund Cross Chrishun Ard Laurent Sutherlin







LOCAL
FAVORITE

ROCKS

Lakeview

3463 N Broadway




§ LOCAL RETAIL
LEGEND

Chicago

Comics
3244 N Clark

et cAe
cOMieo ?

wnere 1 t"y"'u




BEST ARTISAN
BOUTIQUE

Dream Creeks
2936 N Clark St

DREAM CREEKS

Chicago e« est. 2019




E TIMELESS
TAVERN

Friar Tuck

3010 N Broadway



BEST NEW
RESTAURANT

Coup De Thai
2932 N Broadway




3301 N Clark St



DAILY
i GRIND
. AWAR D
il Cafe Deko

800 W Diversey Pkwy
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BEST

{ HOSPITALITY

Best Western Plus

Hawthorne

Terrace
35454 N BI‘OGdWay

@ Best Western PLUS.

Hawthorne Terrace



COMMUNITY
IMPACT
« AWARD

3229 N Broadway & 3217 N Broadway

Chicago

FAMILY

ROOM

NEIGHBO

RHOOD CLUEB

& PLAY SP

ACE



958 W Belmont Ave

3472 N Clark St
3477 N Clark St




| CUISINE

Rendang

Republic
3355 N Clark St
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EMERGING
SWEET SHOP

OF THE YEAR
f Dat Donut

8 247 W Wellington Ave

e
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“Too Good to Dunk!”



y N s ol s ., o - \Eﬂ' ;:ﬁ___,;{ iR g :: ‘ J gl -
Py Ny - : : . (- LN o | T4 TN - "
. ' --q.;i q-> - y J £ \ Q;?r f, ‘?\.h‘ N f Ve «",‘. -5 -
- . - b LT b I [ g 1 -
=y E<C 7 %™ |\ A= De? Cor T P 3
S 4 A . ' 04 / A
3 4 > —— 4 | ‘ \ av -
» - 4 - o : ‘
| ‘ | ’ 2 «

FEMALE ENTREPRENEUR
OF THE YEAR Erin Hubbard




COMMUNITY Quad’s Gym
STRENGTH

3727 N Broadway
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3740 N Clark St
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